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PURPOSE: To shorten the inspection time extending over 
many items by deriving an absolute value of 
transmittivity of a sample, based on image data which 
has been obtained by bringing an illuminating part to 
image pickup and image data which has been obtained by 
bringing the sample to image pickup. 

CONSTITUTION: A CCD camera 1 is used for an Image 
pickup device, a sample 6 such as a shadow mask, etc., 
is irradiated by a lighting equipment 7. and its 
transmission light is brought to image formation through 
a lens 3, desirably under the condition that no moire is 
generated between a periodic pattern and a picture 
element of the image pickup device. Subsequently, from 
image data at the time when there is no sample, data at 
the time when a sample has been put in, and data at the 
time when a shutter 4 has been closed, an absolute value 
of transmittivity of the sample is derived, and from its 
absolute value, a defect of the sample and unevenness 
and/or transmittivity of the pattern are inspected. In 
this regard, it is desirable to execute an inspection by 
performing a differential processing or a smoothing 
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